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stances allow, as one returns to a place of pilgri-
mage. The memory of these early Ashrama
days is and will always remain with the students
an occasion of great happiness and satisfaction.
The Swami is as beloved to his disciples in
America to-day as he was when he lived there
with them, now more than thirty-five years ago.

Some of these Ashrama students have since
departed from this world. Shankari was one of
the first to be called away. She was a young
woman, unmarried and a member of the "Home
of Truth" in Alameda, across the Bay from
San Francisco. The Home of Truth was an off-
shoot of Christian Science. One of their beliefs
was that every disease had its cause in some
defect in the character. By knowing the disease
the defect of character could be traced. Anger,
jealousy, greed, hatred, each of these defects
produced its corresponding disease. The cure
for the disease was to correct the moral defect.

Swami Vivekananda had been a guest at
the Home of Truth for several weeks. He left a
deep impression there and many of the teachers
of this Home became his followers. When
Swami Turiyananda came to California they
flocked around him and not a few of these
accompanied him to the Shanti Ashrama.
Shankari was one of them. She often told me
how Swamiji would keep the members of the
Home spellbound when he talked to them about
Vedanta. For hours Swamiji would go on and
on and the listeners fearing to interrupt the flow